
MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

ATHENS MUNICIPAL-REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

ROLLCALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Chairman Tom Hamilton 
Eric Newberry 
Ralph Fenton 
Jona Garrett 

October 3, 2016 

12:00 P.M. 

CONFERENCE ROOM 

MEMBERS ABSENT OTHERS A TIENDING 
Anthony Casteel Louis Scudere 
Gene McConkey Bill Biddle 
Mary Scudder Shawn lindsey 
Jim Dyer 

Dick Pelley Andy Brusseau 
Yvonne Raper 
Janice Hardaway 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Approval of September 26, 2016 work session minutes 

The minutes of the September 26, 1016, work session were read and approved on 
motion by Ralph Fenton; seconded by Janice Hardaway; vote- unanimous 

2. Approval of the September 6, 2016 regular minutes 

The minutes of the September, 2016, work session were read and approved on 
motion by Ralph Fenton; seconded by Janice Hardaway; vote- unanimous 

OLD BUSINESS 

There was no Old Business to discuss. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Setback presentation by Jessie Smith. 

Mr. Smith did not show up for the meeting. 

2. Recommendation Commercial Right of Way modifications by Marathon Realty 
Corporation on Hill Street and Church Street. 
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Louis Soudere spoke and said he was president of Marathon Realty and also Vice 
President of Food City Supermarkets. They are working with Mr. Biddle. McMinn 
County. the City of Athens, and Tim Cathey to redevelop Madison Park Shopping Center 
and putting a new Food City down there. As a part of that, they reworked the parking lot 
to enhance the commercial access of a couple of the driveways, close some of the other 
driveways off to facilitate a parking field that would support the store and they are 
looking forward to working with the Board. 

Ms. Raper asked ifthe McMinn County School Board will remain where it is. 

Mr. Scudere answered and said yes. 

Ms. Raper asked if the rest of the building would be torn down and which way will the 
store face. 

Mr. Scudere said yes it will b torn down. He also said the store was going to set where 
the old Kroger store used to be on the south end of the property and then the parking field 
will go back toward the School Board and they will share parking down on the end with 
the School Board. There will also be some parking over on Church and White Street 
where they can have overflow parking as well. 

Ms. Raper asked if there will be other retail in there. 

Mr. Scudere said no because they are putting a 52,000 square foot store in and with what 
they are leaving in space for the School Board there is just enough room with adequate 
parking to meet code and everything to just do the store and leave the School Board 
where it is at. 

Mr. Newberry asked Mr. Lindsey (City of Athens Public Works Director) if he had any 

issues with it. 

Mr. Lindsey said no. they already looked at access and it is fine. 

Mr. Fenton asked which of the two existing driveway cuts on Hill Street. 

Mr. Casteel explained coming from I-Iill Street the first driveway cut will be closed, the 

next one will be closed, and they ru:e modifying the driveway cut where the Badcock 

building was. He said they are doing the same on the other side. They are closing the one 

on Park Street. They are going from seven driveway cuts to tlu-ee. 

TI1ere was ft.uther discussion and a motion was made. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

To approve the right,of,way modifications. 

Eric Newberry 
Ralph Fenton 
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VOTE: Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

3. Discussion concerning open air carports locating in front setback. 

Mr. Casteel said he told Mr. Bain (a gentleman that received a violation letter pertaining 
to carport not meeting setback requirements) who lives on Sunview that he would bring 
this up before the Board. 

Chairman Hamilton said Mr. Bain had received a letter concerning his carpo1t being in 
violation of setbacks and he came in August 3, 2016. 

Mr. Casteel said, basically what the spreadsheet is on page three of the packet is the cases 
he received in a BZA application where a gentleman had moved his carport and turned 
these people in because he thought they had variances. Statistics will tell you if there are 
that many violations in this neighborhood, then probably they have just as many in other 
neighborhoods. Mr. Casteel said that Dr. Pelley said something about maybe changing 
the Code to help everybody so he figured he would bring it before the Board in a regular 
meeting to see if they want him to pmsue a code change. He said they would have to 
come up with some sort of regulations to address the issue. 

There was further discussion and the Board decided to leave the code as written. 

PETITIONS AND REQUESTS FROM AUDIENCE 

There were no petitions or requests from the audience. 

STAFF REPORT 

Mr. McConkey made mention that the Building Department received the plans for Hobby 
Lobby. 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 P.M. 

�d::?\� 
Ralph Fenton, Secretary 
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